SHARMISTHA RAY

Born 1978, Kolkata. Lives and works in Pittsburgh, PA.

ACADEMIA
Sharmistha Ray is currently Assistant Professor of Art at Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh,
PA

EDUCATION

Pratt Institute, Dual degree: Master of Sciences (Theory, Criticism, History of Art, Design, and
Architecture) and Master of Fine Arts (Painting). Brooklyn, NY

Williams College, Bachelor of Art (Art). Williamstown, MA.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS AND PROJECTS

2025 “Cosmic Portal,” MTA mosaic mural public art, Grand Central Station, New York, NY
Glass art mural, Pittsburgh International Airport, Pittsburgh, PA
Solo exhibition, Gallery RGR, Mexico City, Mexico
Solo exhibition, Payne Gallery, Moravian University, Bethlehem, PA

2024 “Spectral Visions: A Feminist Collective Signals Magickal Futures,” Secrist | Beach,
Chicago, IL
2023 “Enchantments: Bottled Devotionals of Divine Feminine Spirits,” The Aldrich

Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT (until 2024)
“Automatic Theorem Paintings,” Carrie Secrist Gallery, Expo Chicago, Chicago, IL
2022 “Radical Spirits: Tarot, Automatism, and Feminist Histories,” curated by Dr. Anna
Swinbourne, Hill-Stead Museum, Farmington, CT
“Chromagick,” Expo Chicago, Carrie Secrist Gallery, Chicago, IL
2021 “ABSTRACT FUTURES TAROT,” The Armory Show, New York, NY
2017 “‘we are all islands 2,” Mill Hall, Kochi, India
2016 “‘we are all islands,” Nine Fish Art Gallery, Mumbai, India
2015 “On the Seashore of Endless Worlds,” Kala Ghoda Arts Festival, Mumbai, India
2014 “Sweet Surrender,” Galerie Steph, Singapore
2013 “Reflections + Transformations,” Aicon Gallery, New York, NY
2012 “hidden geographies,” Galerie Mirchandani + Steinruecke, Mumbai, India
2004 “Crossroads,” M.F.A. Thesis Exhibition, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY
1998 “Queer Series,” WLS Spencer Gallery, Williamstown, MA

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2025 “Monochrome: Contemplations in Black and White,” curated by Dr. Arshiya
Lokhandwala, Kamalnayan Bajaj Art Gallery, Mumbai, India

2024 “Historias Diversidade LGBTQAI+/Queer Histories,” curated by Adriano Pedroso and
Julia Bryan-Wilson, Museo de Arte de Sdo Paulo, S&o Paulo, Brazil (until 2025)
“A Wing and a Prayer,” curated by Laura Dvorkin, Kyle deWoody and Maynard Monrow,
The Shepherd, Detroit, Ml
“Metamorphosis Novella,” curated by Dr. Arshiya Lokhandwala, Art Mumbai, Mumbai,
India



2023

2022

2021

2020
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“Gender and Geometric Abstraction,” Montreal Gallery Weekend, presented by
Plataforma Art Base, Montreal, Canada

“Playing With Eyes Closed: 100 Years of Surrealism,” curated by Gabriela Rangel,
Gallery RGR, Mexico City, Mexico

Zona Maco, Gallery RGR, Mexico City, Mexico

SP-Arte, Gallery RGR, Sao Paulo, Brazil

“The Waking Dreams of Phantasmata Traumata,” curated by Dr. Siona Wilson, College
of Staten Island, City University of New York, NY

“Origins,” Frame Gallery (Carnegie Mellon University), Pittsburgh, USA

Visiting Faculty Exhibition, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio

“Spiritual Abstractions,” curated by Gabriela Rangel, Gallery RGR, Mexico City, Mexico
“Schema: World as Diagram,” curated by Raphael Rubinstein and Heather Bause
Rubinstein, Marlborough Gallery, New York, NY

“After Eden,” co-curated by Molly Davy, LatchKey Gallery, New York, NY

“New Tarot Paintings,” Plataforma Base, Future Fair, New York, NY

“3 Year Anniversary Resident Showcase,” Art Cake, Brooklyn, NY

“Of Mimicry, Mimesis, and Masquerade,” curated by Dr. Arshiya Lokhandwala, Mumbai,
India

“Understatements: Lost and Found in Asian America,” curated by Herb Tam, Godwin-
Ternbach Museum, The Museum at Queens College, Queens, NY

“Probably Just the Wind,” curated by Aaron Gach, Parallax Art Center, Portland, OR
“Woman Is As Woman Does,” curated by Nancy Adajania, Jehangir Nicholson Art
Foundation, CSMVS, Mumbai, India

“WAS/IS/OUGHT,” Carrie Secrist Gallery , Chicago, IL

“Style Journey,” Art and Design Gallery, Fashion Institute of Technology, New York, NY
“M/MIGRANT,” curated by Anna Shukeylo/Yasmeen Abdallah, Kean University,
Montclair, NJ

“STREAMING,” Stand4 Gallery, Brooklyn, NY

“The Dawn of Aquarius,” curated by Dr. Arshiya Lokhandwala, www.lakeeren.com

“ON CONNECT,” Carrie Secrist Gallery, Chicago, IL

“Abstract Notations,” curated by Jesal Thacker, www.galleryespace.com

“Art Off-Screen,” curated by Eileen Jeng Lynch in various locations, NYC

“Streaming,” https://s-t-r-e-a-m-i-n-g.com, curated by Mike Childs/Melissa Staiger
“‘Now, more than ever.” Wassaic Project, wassaicproject.org

AWARDS AND ARTIST RESIDENCIES

2024
2022-23

2022

2021
2017-19
2014
2012

Frank-Ratchye Further Fund, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA. Award: $3,000
Art Cake, New York, NY
Wassaic Project, Wassaic, NY
Finalist, Hopper Prize
Fire Island Artist Residency, Fire Island, NY
Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, New York, NY
Civitella Ranieri Fellowship, Nominee: Visual Arts, ltaly
Montblanc Young Artist World Patronage Award, Germany
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http://www.lakeeren.com/
http://www.galleryespace.com/
https://s-t-r-e-a-m-i-n-g.com/

2011-12
2010
2009
2004
2000

1998
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Engendered Artist Residency, New Delhi, India

Space 118 Residency, Mumbai, India

ProHelvetia Curators’ Residency, Art Basel 41, Switzerland

TED Fellowship, New York, NY

Joan Mitchell MFA Grant. Cash award: $10,000

Berkshire Artisans Association Fellowship, Pittsfield, MA

Class 1960 Scholars in Art, Williams College, MA

BiGLaTA Fellowship, Williams College, Williamstown, MA. Cash award: $2,500

PRESS AND REVIEWS

2024

2023

2022

2021

2019

Amy Hale, “Spectral Visions” (exh. catalogue)

Zara Yost, “Radical Spirituality,” New City (exh. review)

The Big Book of Indian Art: An lllustrated History of Indian Art from Its Origins to the
Present Day, ed. Bina Sarkar Ellias, Aleph Publishers

Bad at Sports, Episode 870: Hilma's Ghost

“Hilma’s Ghost,” Vogue Mexico

Svetlana Kitto, “Frieze Forecast: Artists Opt to Either Ply Ancient Traditions or Explore
the Outer Realms of the Future,” Artnet.com

Raphael Rubinstein, “Schema: World as Diagram” (exh. catalogue)

Martha Schwendener, “What to See in NYC Galleries,” New York Times (exh. review)
Jillian Steinhauer, “What to See in NYC Galleries Right Now,” New York Times (exh.
review)

Furlong, Adriana, ArtSeen: Hilma’s Ghost, The Brooklyn Rail (exh. review)

AX Mina, “Asian American Identity Through Quiet, Ordinary Gestures,” Hyperallergic
(exh. review)

Meena Hasan, “Meena Hasan and Sharmistha Ray,” Correspondence Archive

Sarah Burney, “One Piece by Sharmistha Ray,” Kajal Mag

Guglielmo, Kristen, “Artists Consider Asian-American Complexities,” Queens Chronicle
(exh. review)

Jean Shin with Sharmistha Ray, The Brooklyn Rail

Sarah Cascone, “Going Beyond Tradition: Tarot Basics for Artists and Creatives”
Artnet.com Editors Pick

Featured Artists (Hilma’s Ghost), curated by Kaveri Raina, Maake Magazine Issue 14
Cassie Packard, “Your Concise New York Art Guide for February 2022,” Hyperallergic
Editor’s Pick (exh. review)

Sophia Satchell Baeza, “Ahead of the Pack: Why Is Tarot Suddenly Such a Big Deal?,”
elephant.art

Will Heinrich, “Art Fairs Come Blazing Back, Precarious But Defiant,” New York Times
(exh. review)

Sarah Cascone, “You Can Get Your Tarot Card Read by an Art Witch Channeling the
Ghost of Hilma af Klint at the Armory Show,” Artnet.com

Ed Winkleman, “Stonewall at 50: Has LGBTQIA+ culture been normalized?” Art Basel
Magazine



https://badatsports.com/2024/episode-870-hilmas-ghost/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/frieze-new-york-forecast-2023-2302652
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/frieze-new-york-forecast-2023-2302652
https://brooklynrail.org/2022/09/artseen/Hilmas-Ghost
https://hyperallergic.com/788506/asian-american-identity-through-quiet-ordinary-gestures/
https://www.kajalmag.com/one-piece-by-sharmistha-ray/
https://brooklynrail.org/2022/07/criticspage/Jean-Shin-with-Sharmistha-Ray
https://elephant.art/ahead-of-the-pack-why-is-tarot-suddenly-such-a-big-deal-21072022/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/09/arts/design/armory-show-javits-center.html
https://news.artnet.com/market/hilmas-ghost-feminist-witch-collective-2007316
https://news.artnet.com/market/hilmas-ghost-feminist-witch-collective-2007316

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014
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Lavina Melwani, “Stonewall 50 and Gay Pride: One on One with Sharmistha Ray,” Lassi
with Lavina
Lavina Melwani, “It's Gay Pride Month in America and Indian Americans are part of it,”
CNBCTV-18.com
Art Is My Place of Healing, Interview with Kiran Manral, Shethepeople.tv
Bansie Vasvani, Asia Contemporary Art Week, Ocula.com
Benita Fernando, “The Use of the Nude as Social-Political Commentary,” Midday
Malavika Sangghvi, “Raising Feminist Sons,” Midday
Benita Fernando, “Wikipedia for female artists,” Midday
Arya P. Dinesh, “Seamless Expressions,” Indulge Magazine, Indian Express
“Migration and its problems are here to stay,” Indian Express
Nancy Adajania (editor), “Some Things That Only Art Can Do: A Lexicon of Affective
Knowledge,” Aroop / The Raza Foundation
Bina Sarkar Ellias (editor), “Hope & Peace,” International Gallerie, Vol. 20 No.1
Jaya Kanoria, “Looking into the well,” ART India, Volume XXI, Issue Il Quarter Il
Katharina Domscheit-D’Souza, “Queering the Landscape,” Take on Art
“Beyond Words,” Harper's Bazaar India
Riddhi Doshi, “Merging into a Digital Reality,” The Hindu
“Artist Sharmistha Ray takes us behind the scenes,” Vogue India Blog
Cheryl-Ann Couto, “Digital Dystopia,” Elle India
Karen Eng, “In Search of the Queer Divine,” TED Fellows Blog
Kusumita Das, “An archipelago of art forms,” The Hindu
Nancy Adajania, “A Polymorphous Love: Queering the Straight and Narrow,” Exhibition
Catalogue, we are all islands
Deepali Singh, “Two Women,” Two Shows,” DNA After Hours
“A Trip to an Astral Land,” Mumbai Mix
“Recharge: The Hindu'’s pick of the best events in the city,” The Hindu
“Sharmistha Ray’s Interpretation of Love in the Technological Age,” Verve India
“Best of Mumbai this weekend in 10 events,” Hindustan Times
Indira Basu, “Redefining body politics,” The Hindu
Benita Fernando, “Women gaze back at Raja Ravi Varma,” Midday
Maria Louis, “Being Woman,” Architecture and Interiors India
Maria Louis, “Crescent of a Woman,” Architecture and Interiors India
Lajja Shah, “The Sea, The Sea,” ART India, Vol XIX, Issue llI
Parmesh Shahani, “Parmesh’s Viewfinder: Breaking Stereotypes,” Verve India
Amrita Paul, “Art of Steel with artist Sharmistha Ray,” shethepeople.tv
“Artist Sharmistha Ray Unveils First Figurative Painting,” gaysifamily.com
Huzan Tata, “Three’s Company,” Verve India
“Indian Artists Who Are Exploring Sex & Sexuality in Important Ways,” homegrown.com
“Painting the Town Blue,” Times of India
Arshie Chevalwala, “Sharmistha Ray Images a Painting in 3D,” Elle India, elle.in
Riddhi Doshi, “Visitors get up close and personal with art,” Hindustan Times
Siddhartha Shah, “Space between Spaces,” ART India
Samanta Batra Mehta, “In her own voice,” Take on Art
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https://www.lassiwithlavina.com/the-indian-americans/stonewall-50-and-gay-pride-one-on-one-with-sharmistha-ray/html
https://www.shethepeople.tv/home-top-video/artist-sharmistha-ray-interview
https://ocula.com/magazine/insights/asia-contemporary-art-week-diary-6-1526-octob/
http://sharmistharay.com/media/review-art-india-looking-well/
http://sharmistharay.com/media/take-india-take-ecology/
https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/art/Merging-into-a-digital-reality/article15630072.ece

2013

2012

2011
2010

2009

2004
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“Alpha Female,” Elle India, elle.in

“Delhi Spread,” Art + Auction Magazine

Ranijit Hoskote (editor), Touched by Bhupen, Exhibition Catalogue
Phalguni Desai, “In Memory,” Time Out Mumbai

Karen Eng, “Hidden Geographies,” TED Blog

Kit White, Q&A, Exhibition Catalogue, Reflections + Transformations
Deepanjana Pal, “The act of seeing,” Exhibition e-Catalogue, “Can You See Me?”
Nancy Adajania, “How the Nomad Holds, Grasps and Moulds the Shape of her
Location,” Exhibition e-Catalogue, hidden geographies

Olina Banerjee, “Global Art Comes Home,” India Today

Simran Bhalla, “Spaced, out,” Time Out Delhi

Rituparna Som, “Deskjob to workshop,” Grazia India

Parmesh Shahni, “Geographies of Being,” Verve India

Nirali Dixit-Hathi, “Look hues here,” Bombay Times

Alaka Sahani, “Bold and Colourful,” The Indian Express

Jayeeta Mazumder, “Beauty always resides in the mundane,” DNA
Zeenat Nagree, “Spot Colour,” Time Out Mumbai

Diana Campbell, “Show and Tell,” Vogue India

Dhamini Ratnam, “The Art of Peeling Pink,” Sunday Midday, 25 Dec ‘11
Zeenat Nagree, “Homeward Bound,” Time Out Mumbai, Vol7 Issue 4
Divia Thani Daswani, “Art of Travel,” Conde Nast Traveller India

Nirali Dixit-Hathi, “Beyond borders,” Bombay Times

Georgina Maddox, “Diaspora and the Arts,” Indian Express

Elizabeth Flock, “The Fine Art of Investing in Fine Art,” Forbes India
Lavina Melwani, “A Space of Their Own,” Anokhi Vibe

“Artist Sharmistha Ray gets Joan Mitchell MFA Award,” India Abroad



http://sharmistharay.com/media/catalogues/catalogue-hidden-geographies-galerie-mirchandani-steinruecke-mumbai-2012/
http://sharmistharay.com/media/catalogues/catalogue-hidden-geographies-galerie-mirchandani-steinruecke-mumbai-2012/
http://www.verveonline.com/105/spotlight/parmesh.shtml
https://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/interview-beauty-always-resides-in-the-mundane-sharmistha-ray-1638593
http://sharmistharay.com/media/press/zeenat-nagree-spot-colour-timeout-mumbai-january-20-february-28-2012-p-81-feature/
http://sharmistharay.com/media/press/the-full-vogue-india-january-2012-profile-interview/
http://sharmistharay.com/news/nagree-zeenat-homeward-bound-timeout-mumbai-october-15-28-2010-vol-7-issue-4-p-67-feature/

